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DETAILED ACTION 

In view of applicant's amendment received December 12. 2005, amendments to 
the specification and claims have been entered. Applicant's remarks have been 
carefully considered but are not convincing for reasons explained below. An 
examination of pending claims 28-60 is herein presented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 28-33. 36-38, and 40-60 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by US Patent 6,314,69981 to West. 
Claim 28: 

West discloses a deck system comprising: a plurality of laterally spaced joists 
(14, Figure 1 ); a plurality of boards (16, Figure 1 ) extending across and supported by 
the joists, each of said boards presenting an upper lip (74, Figure 6) and a lower lip (84, 
Figure 6), said upper and lower lips defining a pair of longitudinally extending grooves 
on generally opposite sides of the board, and said lower lip having a thickness "E"; and 
a plurality of fasteners (12, Figure 1 A) rigidly coupled to the joists, each of said 
fasteners presenting a pair of protrusions having a height "F" each of said protrusions 
being received in a respective groove of a respective board in a substantially 
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complemental fashion, wherein "E" is at least 1% greater than "F." Figure 1A clearly 
shows that "E", the lower lip thickness, is at least 1% greater than "F", the protrusion 
height, thereby forcing the protrusion to apply a downward force upon the lower lip 
when partially received within the groove. Applicant argues that a gap exists between 
the protrusion and lip; however, this gap is only formed when the protrusion has been 
inserted into the groove beyond contact with the lower lip (column 4, lines 50-57), 
Claims 29 and 30: 

As best shown in Figure 1 A, "E" is at least 5% greater than "F". 
Claim 31: 

West's protrusions exert a downward holding force on the lower lips when the 
protrusions are at least partially received within the grooves, by way of a nub (48) which 
is lower that the lower lip height (column 4, lines 50-57). 
Claim 32: 

The downward holding force is due to the thickness of the lower lips being at 
least 1% greater than the height of the protrusions, as stated above. 
Claim 33: 

The downward holding force inhibits upward movement of the boards relative to 
the fasteners and joists (column 1, lines 56-60). 
Claim 36: 

West's fasteners securely couple the boards to the joists when the protrusions 
are at least partially received within the grooves. As stated above, the location of the 
protrusion (48) is lower than the height of the lower lip. Thus, when the protrusions are 
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at least partially received within the grooves, they initially contact the lower lip. This 
contact applies an equal and opposite force to the contacting surfaces of the protrusion 
and the lip. 
Claim 37: 

West's deck system comprises a plurality of laterally spaced joists (14, Figure 1); 
a first board (16, Figure 1) extending across and supported by the joists, the first board 
presenting a pair of similarly configured opposite sides (Figure 6), each of the sides 
including a pair of spaced-apart longitudinally extending lips presenting opposing 
inwardly facing surfaces; and a fastener (12, Figure 1 A) rigidly coupled to at least one of 
the joists, the fastener presenting at least one protnjsion (48), the protrusion being 
operable to contact both of the inwardly facing surfaces on one of the sides of the first 
board to continually exert a first holding force on one of the lips to force the first board 
towards the joist. 

As stated above, the location of the protrusion (48) is lower than the height of the 
lower lip. Thus, when the protrusions are at least partially received within the groove, 
they initially contact the top surface of the lower lip. This contact applies an equal and 
opposite force to the contacting surfaces of the protrusion and the lip. 
Claim 38: 

The first holding force more securely couples the first board to the joist than if no 
first holding force is applied. 
Claim 40: 
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The first holding force inhibits upward movement of the first board relative to the 
fastener and joists. 
Claims 41-43: 

As best shown in Figure 1 A, the thickness of the lip upon which the first holding 
force is exerted is at least 5% greater than the height of the protrusion relative to the 
joist when the protrusion is not flexed. 
Claim 44: 

The first holding force securely couples the first board to the joists (column 4, 
lines 50-57). 
Claim 45: 

West's deck system includes a second board (16, Figure 1), the second board 
being substantially similar to the first board, wherein the fastener exerts a second 
downward holding force on the second board such that the first holding force and the 
second holding force inhibit movement of the first board and second board relative to 
the joists thereby forming a more rigid deck system than if the holding forces were not 
present. 
Claim 46: 

West discloses a method of coupling a plurality of boards to a plurality of support 
members, the method comprising the steps of: (a) rigidly attaching a first fastener to a 
first support member (column 2, lines 58-65), the first fastener having at least one 
protrusion (48); (b) positioning a first board across the first support member and against 
the rigidly-attached first fastener such that the protrusion of the first fastener is at least 
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partially received in a first longitudinal groove of the first board to fonxi a mating 
relationship between the first board and the first fastener, wherein the positioning of the 
first board and the first fastener in the mating relationship causes the protrusion of the 
first fastener to flex and exert a first downward holding force on the first board (column 
2, line 66- column 3, Iine14 and column 4, lines 50-55); (c) positioning a second 
fastener against the first board such that a protrusion of the second fastener is at least 
partially received in a second longitudinal groove of the first board to form a mating 
relationship between the first board and the second fastener; and (d) rigidly attaching 
the second fastener to the first support member while maintaining the mating 
relationship between the first board and the first and second fasteners. 

When the protrusions are at least partially received within the groove, they 
initially contact the top surface of the lower lip. This contact applies an equal and 
opposite force to the contacting surfaces of the protrusion and the lip. 
Claim 47: 

The first holding force inhibits movement of the first board relative to the first 
fastener and the first support member. 
Claim 48: 

The first holding force holds the first board against the first support member 
(column 1, lines 56-60). 
Claim 49: 

Rigidly attaching the second fastener to the first support member causes the 
protnjsion of the second fastener to flex and exert a second holding force on the first 
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board, as the secure contact between the fastener and board causes flexure in 
response to the force acting there between (column 1 , lines 56-60 and column 4, lines 
50-59). 
Claim 50: 

Clearly when fasteners are attached to opposite sides of a deck board, the first 
and second holding forces are exerted on generally opposite sides of the first board. 
Claim 51: 

The first and second holding forces hold the first board against the first support 
member (column 1 , lines 56-60). 
Claim 52: 

The first and second holding forces securely couple the first board to the first 
support member (column 1 , lines 56-60). 
Claim 53: 

The longitudinal grooves are generally defined by an upper lip (74, Figure 6) and 
a lower lip (84, Figure 6) and the first holding force is exerted against the lower lip 
(column 4, lines 50-55). 
Claims 54-56: 

As best shown in Figure 1A, the thickness of the lower lip is at least 5% greater 
than the height of the protrusions relative to the support members when the protrusions 
are not fiexed. 
Claims 57 and 58: 
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A second board is positioned across the first support member and against the 
second fastener to thereby form a mating relationship between the second board and 
the second fastener, the second fastener is disposed generally between the first and 
second boards (column 2, lines 44-47). 
Claim 58: 

A second fastener causes a gap (24) to be maintained between the first and 
second boards. 
Claim 60: 

The holding force inhibits movement of the boards relative to one another, 
movement of the support members relative to one another, and movement of the 
boards relative to the support members, thereby forming a more rigid deck system than 
if the holding force were not present (column 1 , lines 56-60). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 34, 35, and 39 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over US Patent 6,314.699B1 to West in view of US Patent 5,660,016 to Erwin et al. 

Claims 34, 35, and 39: 
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While West does not specify that the fasteners comprise resilient material such 
as PVC, resilient fasteners are well known in the decking industry. For example, Erwin 
et al. discloses a decking system comprising grooved deck boards attached to an 
underlying support using deck fasteners made of PVC (column 3, lines 51-52). In view 
of EnA/in et al., it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to form West*s fasteners of resilient material such as PVC to 
facilitate insertion of the connector's protrusions into the grooves, as En^^in et al. states 
that the T-connectors are shaped and sized to conform to and fit within the grooves 
(column 3, lines 46-47). 

Final 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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